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Health and Safety
Risk Assessment 
Policy Statement
At our setting we feel that the health and safety of all the children in our care is vital if they are to thrive and succeed in their learning. We aim to provide a safe and nurturing environment through continual assessment and minimising of risks and hazards in order to create a healthy and happy environment for all.
The basis of this policy is risk assessment:
· Identification of risk: where is it and what is it?
· Who is at risk staff? Children, parents?
· Assessment as to the level of risk as high, medium, low. This is both the risk of the likelihood of it happening as well as the possible impact if it did. 
· Control measures to reduce, eliminate risk: What would you need to do, or ensure others will do, in order to reduce that risk? 
· Termly monitoring and review: Is it working? Have new children/staff altered the risk? 
Procedures
Our risk assessment process covers adults and children. We also have a ‘running risk assessment’ which is added to after daily walk rounds (e.g brambles etc) if we see something new that is a potential risk - this can then be added to our jobs list to be attended to. 
· The location
· The activity 
· Hazards
· Who might be harmed and how – is it sometimes necessary to identify certain children/adults?
· Existing measures measures to control risk
· Risk rating: high, medium or low. 
We maintain lists of health and safety issues, which are checked daily before the session begins as well as those that are checked on a weekly, termly and annual basis. 
We carry out checklist style termly risk assessments which cover the whole setting (not just one aspect or activity). These reports are kept on file. Any hazards identified are recorded and taken to the committee or dealt with by the manager.
Legal framework 
Management of health and Safety at Work regulations 1992
Further guidance 
5 steps to risk assessment (HSE 2014).
http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns.indg163.htm 
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